INDIANA COLLECTION 


SOUVENIR ISSUE ---The History of East Gary 
EAGLE 3 FEATHERS 


The student-produced newspaper of the School City of East Gary 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1976 


VOL. 38 NO. 5 


— 


— 


su 
_—~ 


This special souvenir issue 
of the Eagle Feathers is to 
commemorate the nation’s 
Bicentennial Celebration 
and the founding of this 
community - a real part of 
America today. The ac- 
counts are not necessarily 
presented as accurately as 


they could possibly be. In* 


producing this issue, no 
consistent record of the 
community or school system 
was noted. 

The following articles are 
based upon old newspaper 


—To the reader— 


Top left: Edison High School 
today, a school of some 750 
students. 


Bottom right: The old school 
house, now a_ residential 
building still stands on 
Putnam Street. This photo is 
a 1909 picture. In the 


background: is the town of ~ 


Fast Gary. — 


om ieit; Pictur 


accounts, some records, and 
just talking with some 
residents, all childhood 
residents of the community. 
This is more or less then, a 
reflection of this com- 
munity’s history. 


We would like to express 
our appreciation to all those 
who made this issue 
possible. We would like to 
extend our special thanks to 
Mr. Michael Dobrich for his 
artistic talent displayed 
throughout the issue 
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This community of some 
15,000 residents is described 
today and back then as a 
“bedroom community.” It 
means that it is a slow 
growing, quiet community. 
Nothing goes on much, slow 
in nature. 

The efforts of early far- 
ming residents of this 
community, then known as 
Lake Station, gave the town 
its nature that we know 
today. 

According to early 
newspaper accounts and 
several long time residents 
who grew up here, the 
Pullman Car Company - 
builders of those famed 
railroad passenger coaches - 
- desired to purchase a large 
plot of ground in the area 
The local farmers refused to 
sell. Those refusing to sell 


ccomunity. “The 
Pullman Car Company 


school treasurer; and Mrs. 
Jim Kinsey, 2743 Elkhart, 
the town of the late 1920's 
and early 1930's was one with 
a “big gap in the middle.” 
between the West and East 
End of it. The West End 
comprised -- and still does — 
the foreigners -- families of 
those who immigrated to 
America in the late 1800's. 
There were and still is today 
Greeks, Italians, Germans, 
Polish and Russian 
descendants there. These 
people were termed -— with 
no racial slur intended -- the 
“Hunkies.”” It is not sure 
where the name originated. 

The East End was the 
“American side."’ There 
native born Americans lived 
This side of town was 
described as more transient - 
ple came, but they 


Ican. ronnie. Even when 
my Dad was a boy the town 
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EAST GARY 


Slow growing, quiet community—described as a ‘bedroom community’ 


Central Avenue at Memorial 
Point. According to Mr. 
Haddad, Hwy. 51 was not put 
through until either during 
or just after World War II 
Central Avenue was only a 
two lane road until two years 
ago. 

Notable landmarks of the 
town's era was and still is the 
Riverview Park, which 
residents said was there ‘“‘as 
long as they remember.” 
Also there is the Community 
Building on the hill (just 
across from the Junior High 
School). It was known then 


as “Our Community 
Building."’ The white frame 
structure use to be the First 
Christian Church for “the 
longest time.’ The new 
church was built next door to 
the old structure during the 
1930's. 
Other 


businesses in the 


community included several 
locally owned grocery 
stores. They were described 


as a combination store with a 
grocery, drug store, gas 


station, ice cream parlor or 
any of the above in com- 
bination. 


the finest depot grounds in 
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“My father owned a store 
for years on the corner of 
Clay Street and Central 
Avenue,”’ said Mrs. Kinsey 
The store’s name was Muzio 
Grocery Store. On the East 


side of town there was 
Culbertson at Putnam Street 
and Central Avenue; Olson's 
was by the corner of Central 
Avenue and Highway 51 -- 

cont. on page 3 column 1 


Lake Station - railroad town 


Lake Station was in the 
Northeastern part of the 
township near Calumet and 
has a distance of about 15 
miles of the country seat. It 
takes its date from the 
building of the Michigan 
Central Railroad in 1852, and 
its name from the country. It 
was a railroad community. 

The railroad company has 
preserved two parks, where 
large trees were saved from 
timber vandals. These are 


some light 
made. Most of the people are 


burying ground attached. 

Just across from it stands 
the Methodist Church, which 
is the old school house. When 
used for school purposes, it 
was also used by the 
Methodist and Lutherans for 
services. Just south of this 
stands the new school house, 
a neat brick building with a 
belfrey and a bell (the home 
on Putnam Street). 

Surrounded by a natural 
grove and standing upon a 
hill above 


1878. The town had two 


ended up no less in a place was known as East Gary,” 
noted Mrs, Kinsey, who is a - 


saloons, four stores and the 
usual number of ordinary 


connected with the railroad. 
| It is very sandy in and 


a 


st Ae ae a 


“been a community.that has 


1945 high school graduate. 


around the town, but the 


artisians comprise the town 


The population of the town location is fine, and the — of this size. It had one hotel. 
never experienced a rapid was around 1,500 or so during scenery is quite pretty. Actually the town hasn't 
influx or growth period,’ the early 1930's. The There are two churches, improved much for several 


said home town resident Mr. 
Richard Haddad, principal 


population was put at some 
three or four thousand in the 


Catholic and Methodist. The 
Catholic is said to be one of 


years. 


This information was 


of Central Elementary 1940's. - — a the oldest churches in the written in or around 1882 by 
School. The “gap” in the town laid | Pictured is the first load of ore that arrived in Gary, Indiana] township. It is a frame authors whose last names 

According to Mr. Haddad, between Hwy. 51 and where | harbor in July 23, 1908. Structure and stands on a were Godspeed and Blan- 
Mrs. Connie Courtney, the railroad spur line crosses = sand hill and has a small chard. 


One man - George Earle - founder of East Gary 


The following article 


report is entitled: A Profile 


descendents. He wasn't the 


sizeable track of land from 


city in England (home of his 


mill and in 1849 founded the 


concerning the history of of Northern Indiana. first land owner in the area speculators who had birth). town of Hobart. 
East Gary was taken from a : ; _ to invision the land at the previously purchased Hoosier Liverpool grew Earle was very disap- 
report prepared by the The history of East Gary is convergence ofthe Deep and property from the Pot- and in 1839 it became the pointed in the Liverpool 


Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company. 


The 


Advisor... 
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the Calumet Rivers. These 
were the principle water- 
ways waterways of the area. 
The great industrial 
potential was near the old 
Detroit-Chicago Road, (now 


looking toward to the future. 
Earle in 1836 acquired a 


tawatomie Indians. He built 
his home on the sight of the 
two rivers, plotted the land 
and established the pioneer 
town of Liverpool. The name 
was undoubtedly chosen with 


future. The name Liverpool 
came from its name-sake 


county seat of Lake County. 
It kept this title for only one 
year, however losing it to 
Crown Point in 1840. 
Thereafter, Liverpool lapsed 
into obscurity as the “ghost 


Deep River where he later 
built a flour mill and a saw 


Close to Town Hall 


project, he wouldn't give up; 
he retained ownership of the 
property, and consistantly 
urged his heirs to hold on to 
it. “Someday,” he told them, 

“A town will arise on this 


The Eagle Feathers is published by the Edison known as Ridge Road). the idea that here a great town’ of the Calumet site.” 
Senior High School journalism class, 3304 Parkside, He took all this into industrial city might be Region, In the year 1852 Lake 
East Gary, Indiana 46405. thought. and was greatly Jocated sometime in the In 1845, Earle went up County’s first railroad, the 


Michigan Central, was built 
cont. on page 3 column 5 


Pottawatomie Indians visited burial grounds 


This event was taken from 
the History of Lake County 
Vol. 11 


During the early part of 


distance from where stands 


the East Gary Town Hall. 
Lake Station was division 
point where the Indians had 
work shops, dancing 
grounds, and burial grounds. 


Chesterton. Baileytown and 


Crisman to Lake Sta ion. 
Wild game was plentifu at 
this time. Deer and wild 
turkey and even bear-were 
known to roam wild, as well 


the foot of Calumet Lake 


which was the first im- 
portant point in Lake County — 
for the shipment of grain and 
exchange of general frieght. 
At first no impetus to 


“passable. 


Theresa Bobrowski | °U" settlement of Lake as other small game. either farming or building 
Kaleen Curtis Station. a small band of 7 ; : ‘ was manifest as the shipping 
Paul Cretton Pottawatomie Indians paid The Pottawatomie Trail Lake Station at the june- and receiving station was 
z Joe Mroa, | S€mi-annual visits to their came from the east and tion of the Joliet Cut Off and fifteen miles from Crown — 
=, = . Kathy Sowles burial grounds on the old northwest passing through original Michigan Central Point and for a large portion : 
ee! ~ Ed Dranchak Stockwell and Buddle places. Buchanan. Michigan. fine. which ran into Chicago of the year the crude dirt 
2S Janice Davis which were only a short striking LaPorte, further to the north around roads were almost im- — 
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T GARY 


Town incorporated on June 1, 1908 


The following was taken 
from old newspaper ac- 
counts 

This community was in- 
corporated as a town on June 
1, 1908, a couple or three 
weeks before the first ore 
ships entered the harbor to 
unload at Gary. 

At the time, the com- 
munity comprised some 10 
square miles within the 
limits of the old railroad 
town of Lake Station. Lake 
Station was under 
development as_ the 
Michigan Central Railroad 
was put through from Lake 
County to Chicago. At the 
time, East Gary included the 


_ Old newspaper recounts early oveek 


was George Bae who East Gary, June ist, 1908. On 


Can you beli 
~was 2 


that there was a “‘history”’ of 
East Gary? Yep! There was. 

The following article 
appeared in the “East Gary 
Times” on July 29, 1927 on 
the then history of East 
Gary. 

On June Ist, 1908, East 
Gary was incorporated as a 
town with an area of ten 
square miles which included 
the old town of Lake Station, 


old town site of Liverpool, 
the first county seat of Lake 
County 

The incorporation of East 
Gary took place some 
hundred and nine years after 
Indiana became a territory; 
some 92 years after the 
territory was admitted to the 
Union. In 1828, only the 
Pottawatomie Indians and 
fur traders and trappers 
inhabited this area. 

Claim seekers came in 
1836. Liverpool was settled 
first then Lake Station was 
planned, but it did not grow 
until about 1909 as the 
railroad moved in. 


According to the 


the Michigan Central depot 
at Lake Station was the 
largest and most ornate in 
Lake County. 

Liverpool, also included in 
the territory of East Gary, 
was the first county seat of 
Lake County. The erection of 
a Court House was almost 
completed when in 1840 the 
county seat was moved to 
Crown Point. The building 


newspaper account: “Since 
the building of Gary, Proper, 
it has taken a start again, 
and it is only a question of 
time until Lake Station (now 
East Gary) will be part of 
the wonderful city of Gary.” 
This was never to happen. 
According to some here in 
East Gary, there was an 
attitude in the Gary city 
government that East Gary 
was too small and too poor to 
be considered. So, East Gary 
was never to be a part of 
Gary. 

In 1908 there were two dry 
goods stores, grocery store, 
black smith shop, a hotel, 

cont. on page 8 


have been the 


where it was set up as a 
tavern in 1846. Liverpool was 
at the head of navigation on 
the Calumet River and much 
of the travel was through this 
Station. 

By a treaty with the 
Pottawatomie Indians in 
1828. the United States had 
acquired a strip of land 10 
miles wide inside the nor- 
thern boundary of the state 


i 


cont. from page 2 


where the Arco gasoline 
“station is now located. And 
there was a confectionary 
store, which sold all kinds of 
stuff for a nickel or two, on 
Dekalb. Dekalb was then 
known as Pine Street. 

Also there was Meister’s 
Drugs, now GiGi’s. And 
where the Whistle Stop 
tavern is located, once was a 
bowling alley. There was the 
Karsa and Stofko’s grocery 
stores along Dekalb street. 
Both of these buildings are 
still standing, but the 
businesses are long since 
gone. 


The only heavy industry in 
town was a foundry located 
where the East Gary Con- 
crete Plant is now located. 

“And there was only one 
doctor for the community for 
the longest time that I can 
remember when I was a 

kid." recalled Mrs. Court- 
ney. 


ae The city hall and fire 
2 — have remained where 
; Vv are today -- only in new 
buildings. These new 
facilities were constructed 
sometime in the late ‘50's. 
“For years the town was 
governed by a five-man 

ard called the Town 


Board,” said Mrs. Courtney. 
“They met as does our 
mayor and city council do 
today -- on the first and third 
Thursdays of every month.” 
The town switched to a 
mayoral government some 
12 years ago. 

A long standing public 
official in the community 
was property owner-farmer 
Charles Schneider, who 
served as. City Clerk for 
some 25 years. The govern- 
ment officials were elected 
on a four-year basis. 


At one time a street car 
ran through the heart of 
town. The tracks made their 
way on the West side bet- 
ween Central Avenue and the 
Michigan Central Railroad 
tracks. Ino the East side of 
town, the tracks ran along 
Fairview Avenue. The cost 
to ride to Gary was only a 
nickel 


To get to the beaches of 
Lake Michigan, East Gary 
residents took a trolley to 
Gary. then to Miller. then by 
trolley or on foot to the 
beaches. “During 
Depression. we walked 
everywhere. especially to 
school.” noted Mr. Haddad. 
He added. “Nobody had a 
car -- especially the kids.” 


the > 


The community of Hobart 
was described as “always 
being one step ahead of East 
Gary.’ Hobart had the 
picture showthat East Gary 
families went to. To get to 
Hobart, local residents had 
to take the Old Hobart Road 
or go by Route 6. Hwy. 51 had 
not been put through yet. 

Schools in East Gary 
during the 1930's and the 
1940's included two 
elementarys which had 
grades 1-8. The schools were 
Columbus (located on Clay 
Street) and Central 
Elementary School, up on 
the hill. Fire destroyed the 
Columbus school some three 
or four years ago. 

Students went to school by 
either walking. the Gary 
Railroad bus for a nickel, or 
by horse and buggy. “During 
the war (WW II), the girls 
went with the boys who had 
the cars. There's only five 
cars. It was one way to get 
around.” noted Mrs. Kinsey. 

Before the Senior High was 
constructed ‘now the Junior 
High) the students finished 
their junior and senior years 
at Gary. Emerson. The first 
Senior High graduating class 
from East Gary came in 
1934. This class had some 28 
‘students. Mr. Haddad is one 
of these graduates. — 


The town of East Gary as it looks today looking up Central Avenue. 


of Indiana. This was the first 


States. Few white Cone 
were in this region at this 
time. The soldiers at Fort 
Dearborn and a few hunters, 
trappers, and traders made 
up the white population in 
this section. 

Government -surveyers 
laid out Lake County into 
sections in 1834 and it was 
opened to claim seekers in 
1834. Among the first settlers 


School 


Point, the embryo went with 
it. Lake Station (now East 
Gary) was marked out in 
1852 but did not gain much in 
population until the city of 
Gary was established. At 
the present time it is growing 
rapidly and has already 
passed the four thousand 
mark. 

Lake 
missioners 


County Com- 
incorporated 


officers were qualified at 
this meeting: 

Charles C. Seydel - President 
Michael Reich - Trustee 
Samuel Blaemire - Clerk 
Conrad Fabion - Treasurer 


Sylvester A. Smith - Mar- 
shall 
Jon P. Knight - Engineer 


F. S. Fetterer - Attorney 
John Burke - Justice of the 
Peace 


house still stands 


Lake Station 


Then the Little School 
House (on Putnam Street) of 
old Lake Station came 60 
years ago. It was a two story 
frame about 16 by 28, with 4 
large windows on each side, 
and a door in front with 
chimney in back. 


The seats were of pine and 
built to accomodate two 
scholars. The furnace is only 
a stove three foot long, two 
foot wide, and two high. It 
was placed in the middle of 
the room and a pipe ran to 
the end of the building. Stove 
burnt cordwood two foot 
long. 


If Eddy Nelson (unknown) 
ever heard his boiler sizzle 
or boil over at that old stove, 
he would call out the Fire 
Department thinking that it 
was going to blow up. Some 
days they wore their over- 
coats in class because of the 
lack of heat. 


‘The school had between 75 
and 80 scholars and one 
teacher. Student were taught 
reading. writing and arith- 


metic, grammar, 
physiology, and geography. 


history, 


from historical material 


taken from the East Gary _ 


This story was revised Library. 


cont. from page 2 . 
George Earle 


through the county con- 
necting Chicago with New 
York. Two years later a 
branch line, started at a 
point a mile or so northeast 
of old Liverpool, was built to 
Joliet, Ulinois, and came to 
be known as the “Joliet Cut- 
Off.” 

Once more George Earle 
conceived the idea of a new 
town. This one to be located 
at the place where the 
“Joliet Cut-Off" began and 
the main line. A_ station, 
grain elevator, freight 
house, restaurant and a few 
other buildings were erected 
there. The new town was 
called Lake Station. It was 
the first railroad station in 
Lake County. As other 
railroads. together with 
other stations appeared, the 
town of Lake Station ran into 
competition and soon lost out 
in the race. In time it 
declined and, like Liverpool. 
became a “ghost town" too, 


None the less Mr. Earle did 
not sell his properties, 
holding on to them all during 
the time he was developing 
Hobart. 

George Earle died in his 
native England-in 1878. 
Before his passing he urged 
his son and heir, John G. 
Earle, to retain the sites as 
long as possible—advice 
which younger Earle 
allowed and which he later 
passed on to his son William. 
William, born in Chicago in 
1877, left the city in 1903 and 
became permanent resident 
of Hobart, the town founded 
by his grandfather. 


Again an important event 
was to effect the history of 
“East. Gary. This was the 
platting and building of the 
city of Gary by the U.S. Steel 
Corporation in 1906. eee: 
city developed quickly, more 
and more workmen's ition 


were constructed cand in a 


few years it became a 
metropolitan center ; é 


‘30 ‘1908 The S filets 
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The first high school 
classes in the history of East 
Gary Schools were organized 
in 1928 in the present Central 
Elementary School building 
Until 1928, when the building 
was remodeled, high school 
students from East Gary 
were transfered to the 
Emerson School in Gary. 
During that year, the first 
high school classes were 
organized under Kenneth 
Wright, principal. Harry 
Condon succeeded Kenneth 
Wright as principal in 1929. 

In 1931, A. E. Steele suc- 
ceeded Harry Condon as 
principal and Ralph E. 
Napier became coach of the 
basketball team. The 
present high school building 


By Janet Foster 

About a 100 years ago Lake 
County was without schools 
or school houses for the 
simple reason there were no 
settler’s children to be 
educated. Lake County was 
the home of Indians, the 
Pottawatomies and their 
children of nature. Their 
intellect was not sufficiently 
enlarged to appreciate the 
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was completed and ready for 
occupancy in 1932. The Lith 
grade was added in 1933 and 
with the addition of the 12th 
grade in 1934, the school 
became a four-year 
program 


Virgil I. Bailey succeeded 
A. E. Steele as principal in 
1933-34, and F. Reeder 
Stroube replaced Ralph 
Napier as head coach. In 
1935-36, Mr. Stroube became 
principal and Mr. Bailey was 
made the first superin- 
tendent of schools. Doyle 
Baliff replaced Mr. Stroube 
as basketball, and baseball 
coach, where he served until 
1951. In 1951, Mr. Jack Owen 
became Edison’s fourth 


First school held in loghouse 


value of books or according 
to accounts. They lived in 
huts and spent some time 
hunting and fishing. Their 
only education was taken 
from nature. 

The first school of the 
county was used in the 


winter of 1835 and 1836 in a 
private loghouse at Crown 
Point. The next facility was 
in a log dwelling house at 


basketball coach, staying for 
one year. In 1952, he was 
replaced by Steve Gaza 

In 1946, Mr. Albert Thom 
became Edison’s first 
football coach and in Sep 
tember 1947, the first football 
game in history of school 
was played against 
Merrillville’s Pirates. Mr 
Chester E. Sanders suc- 
ceeded Mr. Thom in 1950 and 
was succeeded by Mr 
Steven Georgakis in 1954 as 
coach 


In 1946, Mr. Howard 
Boomershine succeeded Mr. 
Stroube as principal. He held 
this position one year, at 
which time he was suc- 
ceeded by Claude P. Roos. 


Pleasant Grove in 1837 with a 
log school house built at 
Cedar Lake in 1838. 

This was the Model School 
building of the County. 
School houses were built 
then of unhewn logs and 
daubed or plastered on the 
outside with mortar made of 
clay. The roof was made of 
ling shingles -or clapboards 
supported by logs and held in 
position by poles laid across 
each tier, The fireplace and 
chimney was made of 
compressed clay mortar. 
There were no nails used in 
the roof. 

The floor was of boards 
hewn from split logs and the 
seats of slabs with the level 
surface upward supported 
by wodden pegs, and of 
course they were without 
backs. In front was a long 
slab about a foot and a half 
wide, which was the proper 
height to do your writing and 
also to lay your books on. 


Pictured is the East Gary 
Community Center known in 
the 30's and 40's as Our 
Community Center. The 
wood-frame structure use to 
be the home of the First 
Christian Church. 
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Edison starts four-year program in 1934 


An addition to the Edison 
High School was opened in 
1949. This added six new 
classrooms and the gym- 
nasium enlarged. In 
November, of 1956, the 
present Senior High school 
building was completed and 
ready for occupancy. This 
now and modern school has 
13 regular classrooms and a 
library. Grades 9-12 occupy 
it 


was 


There are plans to add 
more facilities, including a 
new gym and athletic field in 
the near future. As of date, 
the School System has given 
the go ahead for the new 
addition. 


Principal of E.H.S, in 1957, - 
Mr. Claude P. Ross served 
for several years. At this 
time Virgil 1. Bailey was 
superintendent of schools. 
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By Fred Newman 

Mrs. Paulina Newman was 
one of East Gary’s first 
school teachers, before there 
was an East Gary. She was 
born in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin, to the chief 
brewmaster of Biatz beer, 
William Marquardt, and his 
wife Margaret, on Feb. 21, 
1885. The German family 
then moved to Old Lake 
Station (East Gary today) in 
1897, Paulina attended 
school in Hobart, and 
graduated in 1904. A year 
later she enrolled at 
Valparaiso University, 
studied there a year, and 
began her teaching career in 
1906, at the age of 21. 


Her first year was spent 
teaching at what was then 
known as Godair Park, now 
part of Hobart township. It 
was a rough ride everyday in 


oS Goiibined to make ber BAT 
~ class. 


In 1907 Miss Marquardt 
married Fred Charles 
Newman, a railroad swit- 
chrhan from town. Their first 
daughter, Evelyn, was born 
in 1908. Mr. Newman's work 
forced them to move to 
Michigan City, where Mrs. 
Newman taught a year, then 
had two more children, 


‘this: 


Lewis and Gertrude. She 
cared for her family, term- 
porarily quitting teaching. 


In 1920, the Newman 
family returned to East 
Gary. Mrs. Newman soon 
found work at the Pine Street 
School, located then on 
Dekalb Street. A few years 
later she began teaching 
third and fourth graders at 
the Putnum Street school 
house. (Now a_ residence 
across from St. Francis 
Church.) 


in 1922 she began teaching 
at Central School, just up the 
hill, There she taught fourth 
grade until her 70th birth - 
day, when a heart attack 
forced her to retire in 1955. 
Over the years she had 
taught up to four generations 
of East Gary residents, 
still living here ir 
town, One of tt c 


many 
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Mrs. Newman, E.G.’s first teacher, 
taught combination of eight grades 


looked and laughed on. 


Another time one of her 
students named Barnes had 
had a severe accident on a 
sled the previous day. He 
had driven his sled into a 
tree and several stitches 
were required to stop the 
bleeding. When he returned 
to school, he just had to show 
his teacher he was feeling 
good enough to play outside. 
When she refused to let him 
go he did a handstand on top 
of his desk. After this he was 
not allowed outside to play 
for a week. 


In 1957 Mrs. Newman was 
named “‘Mother of the year” 
by the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles. Throughout her 
retirement she was never 
restricted by il! health, -_ 
travelled greatly fron 


’ nevel rned how “tj 


A group of smart mouth 
boys had refused to come in 
from recess when the bell 
rang. Mrs. Newman called 
the entire school out to the 
playground, where she 
formed a circle of students 
around the boys, then made 
the boys play “Drop the 
Handkerchief”, a popular 
girls’ game. The boys were 
humiliated as their friends 


ol en seen alking fr iT 
home at 3229 Central ( one oa 
the oldest buildings in East 
Gary), to the Post Office, 
bank, grocery store, or 
bakery. 


On November 18, 1973, 
Mrs. Newman passed away 
suddenly at her home, 
suffering from a heart at- 
_tack. She will be deeply 
remembered by all those 
who knew her. 


The old school house today 


The old school house as it appears today on Putnam Street. 
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Edison sees 12 principals 
during a span of 48 years 


The East Gary Edison him. 2295 North Parke Street. 
High School was first The next principal was With the new addition tothe 
established in 1928. The first Frank R. Stroube, who building in 1956 the present 
high school was located at served from 1935-1946. In address is 3304 Parkside 
2540 Pike Street, which J. March of 1946 to May of 1946, Drive. Ross was the first 
Wright, who served from Bruce Brubaker served. In principal at this building. 
1928-1929. The next principal 1946-1947 William  H. 


was Harry Condon, who 
served from 1929-1931. In 
1931-1933 A. E. Steele served 
as principal. In 1933 the 
location changed to the 
building next door to Cen- 
tral, which is now Edison 
Junior High School. The first 
principal was Virgil I. 
Bajley, who served from 
1933-1935. Bailey Elemen- 
tary School was named after 


‘ # has proved to 5 a difficult Sole to fina ik ‘tm 
For all possible, wo have listed the 
£ ome mont and ia n tho TOBAGONCO 


Port) Sf _ 


the a 


of Fdison. 


Boomershine served as the 
seventh principal of Edison 
Senior High. Then Claude P. 
Roos was principal from 
1947-1967. To this present day 
he was the only man to serve 
as principal for some 20 
years. In 1956 the school 
location changed again. 


This time it is where it 
stands at the present time at 


ALUMNI PIRES See 


Sits 


1934 


Lois Borscell Edwards--East Gary, Indiana 


Mary Jano Blanoy Honry--East Gary, Indiana 


Alex Bumbora--Stcool Mill--Gary, Indiana 
Henry Day--Stool Mill--Gary, Indiana 
Gazella Domo--East Gary, Indiana 

Mary Domo Rusak--Gary, Indiana 

Edna Fricdol Shirey--East Gary, Indiana 


Richard Haddad--Camp Shelby 


Mississippi 


Poter Karsa--East Gary, Indiana 
Lydia Kovalow Jankowitz--Zast Gary, Indiana 
Billy Kraft--Gary Railways--East Gary, Indiana 
Mary Lamitz Pappas- “Gary, Indiana 
Winifrod Leo Hass--Teachor--Gary, Indiana 
Rankin McDanicl--Stool Mill--East Gary, Indiana 
Ruby McGrath Houck=-East Gary, Indiana 
Harold Michoals--Stool Mill--East Gary, Indiana 

Margarot Michcoals Strong--Indepondonse Hill, Crown Point, Ind, 
Mary Pavlecich--Stofko's Storo--East Gary, Indiana 

Ellon Puchowski--Goldblatt's (Gary)--East Gary, Indiana 

Rhoda Rangor Soveranco~-Hobart, Indiana 


The next principal was 
Wayne Ryska, who served 
from 1967-1971. From 1971- 
1974 the principal was Steve 
Georgakis, presently 
teaching here at the high 
school. The next principal 
was Howard Butler who 
served for a year. Today, 
Leroy Wedbell is the 12th 
principal at Edison Senior 
High School in 48 years. 


Wo would groatly 


no Mcemittce’ 


This is the Alumni Directory which appeared in several early yearbooks. 


EF formally ‘Spotlight’ 


By Janice Davis 
This account concerning 
the school newspaper was 
taken from a 1941 yearbook. 


The newspaper, in its 
fourth year then, was 
sponsored by Mr. Wagner 
and Miss Hartley, who was 
publication sponsor 


Until this year. the 
newspaper was known as the 
Spotlight, Then the name 
was changed te the Eagle 


Feathers. 


The newspaper 
produced by the dramatics 


class and various members 


of the senior class. It was 
printed on a mimeograph 
machine in the Commercial 
Department 


The paper was out every 
two weeks. Then it) was 
financed by thé local mer- 


chants through advertising. 


was 


2419 Central Ave. 
E.GARY, INDIANA 


Ph. 962-1628 


Open 9 a.m. 
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By Sharon Davis 
The “Eagle Feathers” has 
been around for many years 
Did you ever wonder what 
they did then, or what their 
thoughts were like? Some of 
our parents were in school 


then, and did you ever 
wonder what they did for 
fun? Maybe you know 


someone who was in school 
then, like some of our own 
teachers at school now. 
Wouldn't you like to know 
what they did? Well, after 
going through some journals 
of all the Eagle Feathers 
newspapers from 1955-1959 
here are some of the things 
they had in their paper that 
they did. 


By Robin Paulk 

Edisonian 1942: The Girls’ 
Athletic Association has 
provided opportunity for 
participation in athletics to 
the many girls who enjoy 
them Since 1939. Edison 
became a member of the 
Indiana) State League of 
Girls Athletic Association in 


the first years the 


mem ip was open to all 
girls @at could earn suf- 
ficientgpoints, 25, by regular 
particifation in sports and 
who gould successfully 
surviv€ the initiation period 
of one - Throughout this 
week were to act as 


to a “big sister” of 
senior member. 

The ‘first few years of 
activites were widely varied 
and offered much enjoyment 
to the members. The ap- 
proximate membership was 
somewhere between 40-50. 

Since 1939, the GAA, 
along with womens par- 
ticipation in everything, has 
grown greatly. This year the 
membership reaches ap- 


proximately 80. doubling in 


: the last 37 or so years. 


SNOOPS (Which is a 
section of their newspaper 
that we today label EAGLE 
EYE). ‘Leo Mayhue, which 
one is it the junior or the 
senior girl?” “Does Janet 
Kingery still wash her feet at 
school?”’ (Wouldn’t that be 
embarassing? ). ‘“‘We have a 
sneaky suspicion that Terry 
Bishop still dies for Toe 
Ortiz.” ‘Ann Walker had a 
good time at the Jr. dance 
with Barney Halashak, 
cause she came. to 
Margaret’s pajama party 
Singing ‘‘In the Wee Hours of 
the Morning.” “Betty Sch- 
meltzer came to a game 
without Paul Blue, miracles 
never cease!” 


YEARBOOK 


‘16 


is coming 


EAGLE FEATHERS 


Eagle Feathers remembers “happy days’ -’55-'59 


Then faculty member Mrs. 
Gleason was asked along 
with other members and 
students where she would 
like to go and she replied, 
“Arabia.” (Why?) Student 
Leroy Webdell got to choir 
class on time Tuesday. What 
happened?”’ ‘‘Attention: 
Rich Hunt was seen in school 
without his jacket on. That’s 
a sure sign of- spring.” 
“Bishop Noll sure had alot of 
influence on senior girls 
because J. Keyak is going 
steady with B. Hirsh and 
Jackie Pocialik has George 
Cherry's ring.” “Joyce 
Follow has Leroy Webdell’s 
ring again. Good luck this 
time.” “Why does Mr. Gaza 


By Robin Paulk 

The following article was 
taken from the East Gary 
Times, Thursday, July 29, 
1927. 

On this day the newspaper 
article stated that at a recent 
meeting of the East Gary 
school board, Mr. Smith, an 
architect from Crown Point, 
O.K.ed the preliminary 
drawings for additions to the 
East Gary school and 
reported that the work could 
be started at once. 

A Vincennes Bonding 
Company is loaning the 
funds necessary for building 
an addition of basement, two 
classrooms and an 
auditorium, the article also 
said. 

Extensive changes were 
also ordered in equipment 
that was used in the building 
at that time. The heating was 
discussed, as well as the 
addition of fire escapes, and 
new plumbing arrangements 
in the old part of the 
building. 

Arrangements were made 
and the plans submitted to 
the State Board. If passed at 
once, the school beard could 


insist on calling Gloria 
Davidson, ‘Elsie’?”’ ‘‘We see 
that Jackie Pocialik 
received a bracelet and a toy 
dog from George Cherry for 


their two month an- 
niversary.”’ 
“Joyce Follow is alone 


again Leroy Webdell took 
another trip to the hospital.” 
“Ellen Heck was awfully 
disappointed when Herman 
Jacobson went to the prom 
with Jean Floyd."’ ‘Butch 
Hamilton was the high 
scorer on the reserve 
basketball team. He also 
received a major letter in 
football.” 

That was the student 
newspaper during this era at 
Edison. 

Another section which 
appeared in the paper 
frequently was called 
“Seniors pecret Ambition, ” 


4 hings 
a ee of 


san abieeeiaed iat aeae ree 
poles taken now you can sure 
See a difference in the type of 
answers students gave then 
and now. See for yourself: 

Rita Boutwell wanted to be 
a cheerleader for the Harlem 
Globetrotters because she 
always wanted to be around 
tall, dark, and handsome 
men. Karen © Campbell 
wanted to join the Air Corps 
because it’s the only way she 
knew of to get high and still 


Stay sober. (Well, maybe 
some of our ideas still 
coincide with these 


students.) Glenn Everett 
wanted to become a witch 
doctor so he could get rid of 


expect the new building 
ready for occupancy Jan. 1, 
1928. 


The East Gary School had 


just been redecorated by Mr. « 


Nelson, and with a new 
addition added, it was quite 
an investment. 


A second loan of $10,000 
was available for use on the 


school building in Earle: 


Park. If the loan for the East 
Gary school hadn't gone 
through, neither would have 
been possible, and instead 
each school would get two 
more portable buildings, 
instead of the addition. 


To Be 
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some teachers legally. (This 
gets better all the time.) Pat 
Gilmore wanted to be a 
graveyard digger. Dig me? 

Butch Hamilton wanted to 
graduate and try to go to 
college. (We all see that he 
made it. Congratulations!) 
Sharon Lught wanted to 
learn how to swim because 
her boyfriend kept dunking 
her under three times and 
only pulling her up twice. 
After graduation Rita 
Werner wanted to go to 
Hawaii and sell coconuts. 

A question the staff often 
asked of the student body 
was: ‘What is your favorite 
song?” Some of the titles 
given may have been real 
songs and some of them 
couldn’t have been anything. 
They must have thought up 
little sayings to go with their 
personalities or ones just for 


jokes—see if jo can choose - 


have been 
charts.) 
Rich Bartos—‘'Go Tell 
Auntie Rodie."” Mr. Whitby— 
“You Send Me (Now Pay 
My Way Back). Joan 
Norvill—“‘Ring Around My 
Bathtub” by the Comets 
Jim Parker—‘Jeannie With 
The Light Brown Skin.” 
Robert Fazekas—‘‘Puff, 
Puff, Puff, That Cigarette.” 
Larry Flaningan—‘‘I Get A 
Kick Out Of You.” (I wonder 


No. 1 on the 


if he had a girlfriend?). 
Thomas Hodge—‘‘Brown 
Eyed Baby.”’ Ernie 


Kingery—‘‘Just One More 
Year."’ Kendall Spencer— 
“T’m Just A Poor Bachelor.” 

What would you say today 
if a staff member asked you 
what your favorite song 
was? 

Things seemed kind of 
interesting then. Do, you feel 


a+ aA RY ku_R ts vba. sant. teagespens day Bog 


Susie Pocialik—‘ ‘Polish 
National Anthem.” Barbara 
Carney - “To Know Him Is 
Be A Genius.” (Must 


Saturday night dance at the Sr, High in 1947. 


962-7538 


Go '76 
EAGLES 


f 


think it t 
teresting. Possibly they 
might wish that they were in 
school again. 


was 


CENTER 
DRUGS 


CENTRAL 
SHOPPING CENTER 


962-1176 


Gi Gi’s 
RESTAURANT 
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that if the stuc dents then read 
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pad 


Seen 5 principals 


Brady EHS teacher since 1950 


By Theresa Hampton Since Mrs. Brady has been teacher, adding, ‘Mr 

Mrs. Majorie Brady came — here there has been five Georgakis was_ the first 

to East Gary Edison in 1950. principals. “The Board of assistant principal to the 
Now she is regarded as a Trustees has pretty well staff.” 


tradition at the school. The 
first classes that she taught 
here included 
general business, typing 
and bookkeeping. Today she 
teaches bookkeeping and 
accounting 


accounting, 


Mrs. Majorie Brady, who 
joined Edison High School in 
1950's pictured here in a 1957 
photo. At the time she taught 
Business Education courses, 
sponsored sophomores, and 
served as the Eagle 
Feather's “Critie”. 


noted the 


f 
i 
; 
i 


stayed the same,” 


In reply to a question 
dealing with today’s 
students, Mrs. Brady ‘said, 
“Students use to study and 
apply themselves more. Now 
they do not study all that 
hard and are not involved in 
as many activities that they 
could be. They have many 
talents, but the students do 
not apply themselves.” 

Mrs. Brady began her 
teaching career here at the 
old High School (now the 
Junior High) 

cont. on page 8 column | 


Class of ‘41 wills carry on 


“the tradition of 

Senior Wills Was alive. Then, 

the class will was just one 

written by class members 
working together. 

This class of seniors willed 

the following for those to 

~ come. To the next class of 

- seniors, the “41 class willed 

the “prestige, dignity, and 

‘their seats.’ To the 


Expansion 
in 1941 


Throughout the years, the 
East Gary School has grown 
facility wise -- more students 
and building space. The year 
1941 was no different -- it was 
a time to build for the 
Student's needs. 

In 1941 a new addition was 
constructed to the High 
School (now the Junior 
High). It was a library. 

Mrs. Dana Brown, ‘from 
Columbus Elementary 
School, was the first 
librarian. And Miss Evelyn 
Liberer was the most recent 
addition to the faculty. 


Progress in some © 


_ departments had been made 
at this time. The Woodshop 
was in good shape, they had 
3 several fine wood working 
_ ‘machines. The Science Dept. 
had equipment that had been 

added from time to time. The 
~ Commercial Department 
now had 22 machines against 
~ 


tradition at Edison High 


sophomores, 

“nothing because the 
sophomores had everything, 
including brains, beauty, 
and self-esteem.” To the 
freshmen, the seniors willed 
“all the dreams that didn’t 
come true, the joy of giggling 
at nothing, plans and 
pleasure of puppy love, and 
the trial of first unsuspected 
talents in themselves.” And 
to the faculty they left 
“blessed peace, calm days, 
and peaceful nights.” 

To all the students coming 
to Edison, the Class of ‘41 
willed to them “‘all that has 
been theirs during their 


day: 
make friends. and thrill ‘of 
watching a basketball team 
carry the Red and Black to a 
glorious victory, also to see 
the heartbreak thrill of a 
glorious defeat.” 

Also, these seniors willed: 
“companionship, laughter, 
and the increasing en- 
joyment of life that comes 
with knowledge.” It was 
signed by, “The Class of 
“4,” 

Again, as then as now, 
Senior Wills will be part of 
the Edison tradition in the 
school paper, Eagle 
Feathers. 
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Engraved invitations set the stage for your perfect 


wedding. Here at the Gazette we know that only the finest 
will do for the elegant wedding you plan. Choose your 


invitations and respond cards from our extensive 


os selection in traditional, contemporary and mod st ,in = 
ee eee CARRY - OUT SERVICE : saps ae igtione 

, ae ae se aesky designs and colors to match the mood and decor of your 
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cont. from page 3 


East Gary 
incorporated 


and one two-story brick 
grade schoo! 

The first meeting of the 
elected Town Board was held 
on June 30, 1908. The 
following were elected to the 
Board: 

Charles C. Seydel, president 
Michael Riech, trustee 
William Riech, trustee 
Samuel Baemire, clerk 


New addition 
to second floor 


The following — article 
appeared in the 1952 year- 
book, advertising section 


The girls at the high school 
(now. the Junior High) ap- 
preciated the new addition to 
the second floor at the 
school; this new facility was 
a restroom. That’s right. The 

: core to the 


ility, 


: De U 
they no longer had to run 
downstairs, “and this one 
was more-useful.”’ 


EAGLE FEATHERS 


History 


The following came from 
an old newspaper article 


In November last, the total 
population of Gary 
10,223, and of this number 
5,000 to 7,000 were men o 
voting age 

The educational system of 
Gary is one that is not to be 
overlooked today. They have 
erected one two-story and 
basement building, costing 
$80,000, which is called the 
Jefferson School The 
Emerson School, which is 
also nearing completion, is 
to be a model of its kind. It 
$200,000 and was 
designed by the architect of 
the famous St. Louis schools 
A parochial school will also 
open its doors, costing about 
$50,000. In connection with 
the schools, there will also be 
a permanent library, which 
will be a model of its kind in 
every sense of the word. 

The mills will be isolated 
from the rest of the town, 
i separated by the 

nei River on the 
south and the harbor for 
vessels on the east, and when 
completed will employ 
between 12,000 and 15,000 


was 


costs 


Town changed little - 


In talking with some of the 
local town's people - some 
who were childhood 
residents of this community 
and now are living just a 
block or two or on the other 
side of town where they grew 
up -- they said that the town 
has changed very little since 
they were kids, 

“Central Shopping area is 
new to the town. It was built 
around 12 or so years ago. 
When Karen was either born 
or little, I am not sure,” 
noted Mrs. Jim Kinsey. The 
girl referred to in her 
statement, “Karen,” is a 
senior at the school here. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kinsey grew up 
here just a block or two from 
where the Kinsey’s live now. 

Nobody seemed real sure’ 
when Central Avenue was 
paved a two-lane road. 
Someone reported, “It was 
done two summers ago.” 
The new high schvol (then on 
North Parke ~ Avenue) 
opened in 1957. Further 
additions to this school came 
late in 1959 or early 1960, 


cont. from page 7 


“The department has 
grown since I first came 
here. Distributive Education 
and L.C_E. have been added. 
It has really grown,” she 

_ noted during the interview. 

Her philosphy for the next 
200 years of our nations 
future was: ‘Don't quit. but 
keep an open mind because 

_ there are going to be more 
changes. People with closed 
minds can't make changes. 
_ Great things are to come.” 


according to a couple of 
veteran teachers at the 
school. 

“The town has not changed 
too much. More people. Yet 
they still live just a couple of 
blocks or so off Central 
Avenue,” noted Mr. Richard 
Haddad, Central Elemen- 
tary School principal. He too 
grew up in this town. He 
added, “This town is such 
because we're not too wide. 
Both ends of town are about 
equally populated.”’ ° 

“There has been a recent 
trend where the kids here 
grow up and then leave for 10 
or so years, then return,” 
said Mr. Haddad. 


It was noted some several 
residents now live just a few 
blocks from or just on the 
other side of the town where 
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of Gary 


men. Anything we might 
write would not give you 
proper conception of its 
magnitude. The sixteen blast 


furnaces of the most modern 
construction and builtin a 
row, each furnace capable of 
producing 450 tons of iron per 
day, are but a small part of 
these mammoth mills 

At Indiana Harbor, but a 
few miles distant on the lake 
front, a single blast furnace 
with the mills it supplies and 
a limited capacity of 400 tons 
«per day 


and is assisted by the 


employs 1,500 men 
best 
known labor saving devices 
of the day 


Whoops! 


In every yearbook, seniors 
recount the past experiences 
of the last four years. The 
Class of 1949 was-no dif- 
ferent. 

According to that year's 
yearbook, the class was 


Graduating 
classes totals 


Graduating classes from 
East Gary by year and 
umber of students 
934 955 - 
198 9 1956 - 89 
936 - 28 1957 
1937 - 36 1958 - 85 
1938 1959 
1939 - 50 1960 - 108 
1940 - 33 1961 - 106 
1941 - 44 1962 - 111 
1942 42 1963 - 82 
1943 - 35 1964 - 117 
1944 - 2] 1965 - 134 
1945 - 38 1966 - 115 
1946 - 30 1967 - 133 
1947 - 47 1968 - 133 
1948 - 38 1969 - 133 
1949 - 53 1970 - 146 
1950 - 59 197 166 e ’ 
1951 - 51 1972 162 Meister’s Drugs 
5 a : 
~~ ms on ; sd Picture of Meister's Drug Store in 1951. Today, GIGI’s is 
1954 - 75 1975-125. here 
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